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!ƴŎƛŜƴǘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ΧΦ tǊŜ-2001

Åwŀƛƭ ȅŀǊŘǎ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ мфулΩǎ ŀƴŘ мффлΩǎ
Å/tκ/bΩǎ wŜŀƭ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƘǳƎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ
ÅCN Roundhouse demolished overnight

ÅCity of Toronto furious and stonewalls

ÅCP/CN donates Roundhouse Park and CP Roundhouse 
to City

ÅCabin D moved to the Park to rest in peace



Roundhouse Park



Underground parking lot built under Roundhouse Park



Coaling tower moved hundreds of feet 



!ƴŎƛŜƴǘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ΧΦ tǊŜ-2001

ÅRail enthusiasts develop collections 

ÅRailway museums planned for:

1.Ontario Science Centre

2.Powerplant on waterfront

3.CPR Roundhouse and Roundhouse Park

ÅRail Enthusiasts lose patience and rebel 

ÅCollections partly stored in Roundhouse

ÅCollections partially distributed





Norm Betts



!ƴŎƛŜƴǘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ΧΦ tǊŜ-2001
ÅPublic/private partnerships become popular with City of 

Toronto to develop heritage properties

ÅSteam Whistle Brewery locates in Stalls 1 to 14 with Brewery 
including store, reception area, tours and event spaces



Launching the museum development (2001)

ÅRetired federal government lobbyist convinces City of 
Toronto of the case for a railway museum

ÅAssembles an experienced team of professionals

ÅRailway Historian

ÅTransportation and Business Consultants

ÅBuilding Architects

ÅEnterprise Architect

ÅDeveloper

ÅLawyer

ÅTechnology & Business Systems  

bh άMuseologistsέ



2001 to 2010: Preparing to open
Å¢ŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƛƴ ¢wI! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ

ÅWorks closely with Glenn GarwoodΣ /ƛǘȅΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
Manager

ÅIncorporates Toronto Railway Historical Association 
(TRHA) as charitable non-profit corporation

ÅDevelop formal Operating Agreement with the City



2001 to 2010: Preparing to open
¢ƘŜ άWƻƘƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ wƻǳƴŘƘƻǳǎŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 

ωLong term leases the CPR Roundhouse for 69 years

ωDevelops remainder of Roundhouse interior

ÅStalls 15 to 17 for TRHA

Å{ǘŀƭƭǎ му ǘƻ он ŦƻǊ [ŜƻƴΩǎ CǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ



Roundhouse interior ς[ŜƻƴΩǎ CǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ





Volunteers develop Toronto Rail Lands Simulation (2006)



Volunteers develop Toronto Rail Lands Simulation (2006)



2001 to 2010
ÅCity of Toronto major investments:

ÅRestoration of Cabin D & Tool Shed 

ÅMove and restore Don Station

ÅMove CNR Northern 4-8-4 #6213

ÅRestore the 120 foot turntable

ÅBuild a Miniature railway

ÅAcquire operational diesel locomotive

ÅAcquire GE U33C Cab with simulator





December 10, 2008









Roundhouse Park Miniature Railway







Developing our Mini-museum
ÅOur footprint

ÅA mini-museum occupying 1 of our 3 stalls

ÅRestoration space occupying 2 of our 3 stalls

ÅExhibits in Cabin D

ÅRetail store in Don Station

ωMini-museum design led by our volunteer architect

ωExhibits developed by

ωOur staff and volunteers

ωTeams from local colleges and universities



Museum opens in May of 2010
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After grand opening in May of 2010
ÅMuseum opens 5 days per week (Wednesday to 

Sunday ςNoon to 5 PM)

ÅInitial full time staff -> manager + receptionist

ÅFounding team -> TRHA Advisory Group

ÅSeveral Volunteers -> TRHA Executive team

ÅMeet Monday evenings online with the Museum 
manager



Self managing leaderless Restoration Team
Chose to work on Thursdays and Saturdays


