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Significance Framework for Rail Transport Vehicles

Core Values
* Technology and Construction Values
* Aesthetic Values
» Historical Association Values
* Historical Impact Values
* Contemporary Social Values
* Information or Research Values

Comparative Values
* Rarity & Representativeness
* Provenance
* Integrity

Things to think about in your institution’s approach to significance:
* Systematic vs. Unsystematic?

* Systematic =
* clear purpose;
* clear and consistent written criteria, rigor, factual bases;
* consistent and repeatable practices;
» significance permeates all collections practices

Deductive vs. Inductive?

* Deductive - starts with the big ideas of the story and identifies
what matters;
» Inductive - focuses on lots of individual characteristics

Why “do” Significance?
* Better sustainability and public value
* Better collections
* Better presentations (i.e. exhibits, programming, interpretation)
* Better institutional profile and participation
* Better revenues and stakeholder support
» Better control of collections cost and resource use

Copyright © 2017, 2019 William James Cullen. All Rights Reserved.

JIMCULLEN.CA ¢ JIM@JIMCULLEN.CA ¢ BUS (403) 217-1737 CELL (403) 835-1238

147 SIERRA MORENA TERRACE S.W. CALGARY, ALBERTA T3H 3A2



Selected Reading

e Alberta Museums Association (2013) Sustainability Working Group Final Report

e Australia ICOMOS (2013) The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of
Cultural Significance.

e Cultural Heritage Agency (Netherlands) (2014) Assessing Museum Collections.: Collections
Valuation in Six Steps. Ameersfort: Ministry of Education, Culture and Science.

e Divall, Colin and Scott, Andrew (2001) Making Histories in Transport Museums. New Y ork:
Leicester University Press, 2001.

e Divall, Colin (2013) ‘Mobilities and Transport History’, in P. Adey, D. Bissell, K. Hannam,
P. Merriman and M. Sheller (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Mobilities. New Y ork:
Routledge, pp. 36—44.

e European Federation of Museum & Tourist Railways (2005) The Riga Charter.

e Government of Canada (2016) Significance of Objects.

e Green, Harold L. (1996) ‘The Social Construction of historical significance’ in Tomlan,
Michael A. (ed) Preservation of what, for whom? A critical look at historical significance.
Ithaca: National Council for Preservation Education, pp. 85-94.

e Lord, Barry; Lord, Gail Dexter; and Nicks, John (1989) The Cost of Collecting: Collection
Management in UK Museums. London: Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, pp. 61-75.

e Mann, Peter Robert (1989) ‘Working Exhibits and the Destruction of Evidence in the Science
Museum’ The International Journal of Museum Management and Curatorship, 8, pp. 369-
387.

e Mitchell, Gillian (2004a) ‘Application of the Burra Charter to large technology objects: a
freelance conservator’s experiences.’ Big Stuff, Canberra, Australia, 29 September.

e Moraglio, Massimo (2017) ‘Editorial: Seeking a (new) ontology for transport history’ The
Journal of Transport History, Vol. 38(1) pp. 3-10.

e The Railway Heritage Register Partnership (No date) The Railway Heritage Register
Carriage Survey Project.

e Roberts, Earl and Stremes, David (2019) Trackside Guide Ottawa: Bytown Railway Society.

e Russell, Roslyn and Winkworth, Kylie (2009) Significance 2.0: A guide to assessing the
significance of collections Rundle Mall: Collections Council of Australia Ltd.

e Salazar, Noel B. (2017) ‘Key Figures of mobility: an introduction’ Social Anthropology 25,1,
pp. 5-12.

e Sinclair, Bruce (1979) ‘Canadian Technology: British Traditions and American Influences’
Technology and Culture, Vol. 20, No. 1, pp. 108-123.

e Thiemeyer, Thomas (2015) ‘Work, Specimen, Witness: How different perspectives on
museum objects alter the way they are perceived and the values attributed to them.” Museum
and Society, 13(3), pp. 396-412.

e Thurrowgood, D. and Hallam, D. (2004) ‘Preserving Significance: Why the Journey Mattered
More than the Car’ National Museum of Australia, pp. 1-6.

e Van Mensch, Peter (2010) ‘Methodical Museology; or towards a theory of museum practice’,
in Pearce, Susan M. (ed.) Objects of Knowledge. London: Athlone Press, pp. 141-157.

e  White, John H., Jr. (1991) ‘Are We Collecting too Much?’ Locomotive & Railway
Preservation (September-October, 1991), pp. 2-3.

e Wilkinson, Helen (2005) Collections for the future: report of a Museums Association inquiry.
London: Museums Association, pp. 3-6, 18-19.

e  Wilson, Garth (2008) ‘Designing Meaning: Streamlining, National Identity and the Case of
Locomotive CN6400’ Journal of Design History, Vol. 21, No. 3 (Autumn)), pp. 237-257.

JIMCULLEN.CA ¢ JIM@JIMCULLEN.CA ¢ BUS (403) 217-1737 CELL (403) 835-1238

147 SIERRA MORENA TERRACE S.W. CALGARY, ALBERTA T3H 3A2



